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In today’s Gospel, we heard the famous beatitudes, which are part 

of the Sermon on Mount found in the fifth chapter of Matthew’s 
Gospel. The beatitudes are Jesus’ dream for humanity. While some 
might call them too idealistic, they are nonetheless goals that we should 
always strive towards. At different times in our lives, certain beatitudes 
may stand out to us more than others. One beatitude that has been 
standing out to me lately that I want to call special attention to today is 
the one that says, ‘blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.’ 

 
For most of human history up until now, ‘meek’ and ‘land’ do not 

go together in the same sentence. The meek are those who are quiet, 
gentle, and easily imposed upon. If anything, the words that go with land 
are conquest, domination, invasion, power, and war. Land is something 
that is fought over, taken, and stolen, not handed over to the meek. 
Whether it was the crusaders trying to take over the Holy Land in the 
Middle Ages, the explorers pushing Native Americans off the land in the 
Age of Discovery, or the current war in which Russia is trying to take 
over the land of Ukraine, the meek ones always lose. So how can Jesus 
claim that the meek will inherit the land in this beatitude? 

 
The most theologically correct statement about the land is this: it 

all belongs to God, the creator. The meek understand this better than 
anyone. That is why the meek usually live in greater harmony with 
creation. They respect the environment as a sacred gift and never fight 
for ownership over the land, but simply for a place to live and work on 



the land. All the rest of us, meanwhile, will keep fighting over property 
and human ownership. 

 
In his 2015 encyclical letter On the Care of our Common Home, 

Pope Francis speaks about the importance of living in harmony with the 
land. He ends the document with this prayer:  

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in 
the smallest of your creatures. You embrace with your 
tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of your 
love, that we may protect life and beauty. Fill us with peace, that 
we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one. O God of 
the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this 
earth, so precious in your eyes. Bring healing to our lives, that we 
may protect the world and not prey on it, that we may sow 
beauty, not pollution and destruction. Touch the hearts of those 
who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with 
awe and contemplation, to recognize that we are profoundly 
united with every creature as we journey towards your infinite 
light. 
 
The meek will inherit the land because they understand that the land 

ultimately belongs to God. Which cultures who treat the land as sacred 
can we learn from? Do I hold ownership of my land over God’s 
ownership of the entire earth? 

 
As we continue with this mass, let us pray for all the meek of the 

world whose land has been taken away from them. May we work for a 
more just distribution of the land, knowing that it all belongs to God 
and one day, God will gladly hand it over to the meek. 


